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The 2016-2017 budget was approved by the School Board June

6th and is posted on the District’s website.  The budget represents

our financial operating plan for the next school year.  In this budget,

we strive to reflect the mission of the District and the School

Board’s plans for the next year and beyond.  It reflects input from

the School Board, District administration, building leadership, and

other District staff.  The District has many different funds to keep

track of, but only the General Fund will be highlighted.  The Gen-

eral Fund is our main operating fund and used to account for the

majority of our school programming. 

The revenue budget decreased $311,792 from the previous year

mainly due to the District borrowing funds in 2015-2016 to finance

the Middle School track resurfacing project and the capital portion

of the HVAC project.  Our enrollment is increasing slightly, and

school districts received a 2% increase on the General Education

formula.  However, one item that continues to make budgeting 

difficult for all schools is Special Education.  The State changed

the formula calculation in 2015-2106 plus our District experienced 

another change of separating (financially) from the Sherburne

Northern Wright Special Education Cooperative.  The Special 

Education formula is dependent on information submitted by all

schools.  We have to make our best guess on what we will receive

based on the information we know today.

The expenditure budget decreased $274,517 from the previous

year for the same reason mentioned earlier regarding the 

construction costs of the Middle School track resurfacing and

HVAC projects occurring during the 2015-2016 school year.

Salaries and benefits continue to be the largest portion of the

budget at 79%.  The budget includes no overall changes in staffing

levels, current employee contracts, retirements, and flat insurance

rate changes.  The Superintendent has a staffing contingency

budget available as in prior years to add staff as needs arise.

Other expenses, such as supplies and utilities, are expected to 

increase from 0-5% next year. 

Next year’s revenue budget is estimated at $43,185,803 while 

expenditures are estimated at $44,303,263.  A deficit is projected

next year but approximately half of the deficit is from one-time

projects.  The School Board has a fund balance policy where we

strive to maintain an unassigned fund balance between 8 and 16

percent of General Fund Expenditures.  By the end of the 2016-

2017 school year, we will be on the minimum range of our fund

balance policy and therefore may need to consider budget 

adjustments for the following year.  We will also continue to monitor

our expenses and needs over the course of the school year to 

ensure the best possible outcome.   
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A Look inside...

Monticello All Night Graduation Party

The Monticello All Night
Graduation Party is a
popular Monticello tradi-
tion and is an all parent,
all volunteer run commit-
tee. The committee
meets on the second
Monday of every month
(except December, July

and August) to plan, organize and fund raise for the 
all night party following graduation. The mission of the
committee is: “To celebrate the accomplishments of our
seniors in a SAFE and CHEMICAL FREE environment.”

The committee holds
several fundraising
events throughout the
year including an Open
House night hot dog
feed, holiday flower
sales, a mid-winter 
basket meal, a pancake
breakfast, and a silent 
auction and spaghetti dinner. They are a non-profit 
organization, whose funds go to pay for the food, 
entertainment and prizes for the party, and work to plan
the themes and coordinate all the events throughout the
year.  To do this, it takes the hard work of hundreds of
volunteers and the support of the school community and
business partnerships to make this event a success. The
party takes place after the seniors finish their graduation. 

The All Night Graduation
Party Committee would
like to welcome parents
of new and returning 
students to a new school
year at Monticello High
School.  Whether your
son or daughter is a
freshman, sophomore,

junior or senior, the All Night Party committee needs you
now.  Your involvement contributes to the support of the
present senior class and guarantees the continuation of
this tradition for your future senior.

For more information
about how you can get
involved, email Marla
Scherber, All Night 
Graduation Party 
Committee Chair at:
marlas@grrl.lib.mn.us.
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Summer Building Availability

The remodeling and construc-

tion around the school district

will impact building availability

and accessibility this summer.

Due to the work being done we

have moved programs to sites

that are not impacted so please

make sure you’re aware of

where your activities are being held.

Pinewood Elementary has extensive site work this 

summer as well as renovation to the main entrance and

the K-2 wing. The site work will include the reconfigura-

tion of the parking lot, an addition to the existing 

parking lot, and moving the tennis courts. This will 

severely limit parking at Pinewood. The front entrance will

be closed much of the summer to accommodate the

moving of the office and the creation of a secure entrance

into the building. The K-2 wing will not be accessible due

to the renovations which include installation of new 

lockers. Even with all of this work, Pinewood will be 

conducting their summer school in July with all activities

taking place in the 3-5 wing of the building. The Pinewood

Office will be relocated to a different part of the building

and will be accessible through the west entrance.

For the second summer in a row most of the 

Middle School will be unavailable for use. Work will begin

on the new office addition and make the building 

inaccessible from the front entrances. Work on the interior

of the building includes renovation of the auditorium and

Phase II of the HVAC project. The HVAC project will 

School Board Calendar 
Board Meetings: 6 p.m. at the Monticello High School Media Center • July 11 |  August 1 | August 22 

School Board
Robbie Smith  - Chair • Bill Spartz - Vice – Chair/Treasurer  • Jill Bartlett – Secretary/Clerk 

Jeff Hegle – Director • Carol McNaughton – Director • Missy Hanson –  Director
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Superintendent Report 

Community Scholarship Awards

Former Superintendent

Shelly Johnson and a

group of school and 

community leaders joined

together in 1984 to form the

Monticello Scholarship

Foundation.  That same

year the Foundation awarded ten scholarships to graduating

seniors totaling $4,600.  Current Superintendent 

Jim Johnson had the honor of awarding 75 scholarships 

totaling $107,500 to graduating seniors from Monticello

High School as a part of Senior Awards Night on June 2 of

this year.  These impressive numbers are because of 

the generosity of local businesses, civic organizations 

and individuals.

The Scholarship Foundation has gradually grown over the

years in thanks to the support of the Monticello 

community.  The Foundation has awarded over $1.5 million

since its inception in 1984.  Current scholarships range from

$500 to $20,000.  

Four new scholarships were awarded this year:

● Mike Lynch Memorial Scholarship

● Luke Lemke Memorial Scholarship

● Monticello Girls Booster Club Scholarships

● Mullen Scholarship

Monticello Public Schools is proud of

all of the 2016 graduates and 

congratulates those fortunate to have

received a scholarship. 

If you are interested in sponsoring a

scholarship or making a contribution

to the Foundation, please contact 

Jill Tessier at 763-272-2000.
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impact multiple areas of the building.  All summer programming

except those taking place in the swimming pool and the ice

arena will be moved to a different site. During a period of time

there will be limited activities in gymnasiums.  People accessing

the building for swim lessons or for the Arena Gym will use the

Arena Gym Entrance on the east side of the building.  Those 

accessing the building for the West Gym (Pit Gym) will use the

entrance on the west side of the building. Those needing to 

access the Middle School Office will enter the building using the

Arena Entrance and will follow the signs to the office. The District

Office and Sherburne Northern Wright Special Education 

Cooperative offices, located on the west end of the building, will

be accessible all summer.

The High School Field House will be closed in July and early 

August for renovation which includes replacing the 

non-wood portion of the floor. During this time programs needing

gym space will move to the Middle School. Work on the new

Gymnastics Gym and the stadium will not begin until late 

summer/early fall.

Little Mountain Elementary and Eastview will be available for

their regular programming this summer.

Dr. Jim Johnson   

Superintendent

Monticello High School Students 

Selected as Representatives for 

The American Legion Boys State and

The American Legion Auxiliary Girls

State Programs

Tyler Sirovy and 

Madison Beaty have

been selected to 

represent Monticello High

School at Boys State and

Girls State June 12-18

which is sponsored by the

American Legion and

American Legion Auxiliary.  

Tyler and Madison, along

with students from across

the state will participate in

an intensive week of 

citizenship study, working

together as self-governing citizens, learning through 

involvement and participation about Minnesota govern-

ment at the county, local, and state levels.  At each level,

the citizens learn government processes and elect, 

organize and carry on the business of government.  

In addition to election of various offices, activities include

legislative sessions, court proceedings, law enforcement

presentations, assemblies, bands, chorus, and 

recreational programs. Students have the opportunity to

develop leadership skills, public speaking skills, and a

deeper meaning of patriotism.    

The Monticello American Legion Post 260 and Monticello

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 26 sponsor attendance for

Tyler and Madison along with a scholarship to use toward

the college of their choice.  

Madison Beaty & Tyler Sirovy 

Middle School auditorium renovation underway

Photos courtesy of Monticello Times
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